



Small Business Advisory Board 

Meeting Minutes 

November 12, 2009

I.
Members present:  Mr. Robert Nealon (Chair), Ms. Gena Thompson Burr, Ms. Melissa Ball, Mr. Prescott Sherrod, Mr. Phaedrus Acgtblu, Mr. Bernard Robinson, Ms. Claire Guthrie Gastanaga, Mr. Ronald Seward, Matthew Paxton and Mrs. Lynda Sharp Anderson (Ex-Officio).

Guests and Staff present:  Mr. David N. Smith, Deputy Secretary of Commerce and Trade; Mr. Wayne Waldrop, Director, Business Information Services, James Williams ( Small Business Administration) and Ms. Patricia Holmes (Board Secretary).
II.
Welcome
The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Robinson at 10:00 a.m.

Matt Paxton, a new board member replacing Carlos Brown and representing Congressional District 7. 
III.
Market Updates
Each member gave their market reports. The economic themes were consistent across the state. Generally, employment seems to be picking up slightly. Transportation (roads and high speed rail) and related funding are major issues across the state. Most localities are dealing with significant shortfalls. Impact of the flu (on employees and children of employees) has negatively impacted some businesses. Stimulus money is having a positive impact on many federal contacts. The recent election is expected to bring more focus on small businesses and many voices ‘representing’ small businesses are emerging. 

Nealon arrived to the meeting and assumed the chair. 

Nealon indicated the speaker for the December meeting was going to be Michael Griffin. Bob encouraged board members to invite one constituent to the December meeting. The meeting and the holiday meal will be held at the Bull and Bear.

IV.
Approval of Minutes
Gastanaga moved and Seward seconded a motion to approve the minutes from the September 17, 2009 meeting. The motion passed. 
V. Director’s Report – Lynda Sharp Anderson
Ms Anderson indicated VDBA’s legislative agenda was some minor wording changes. She reviewed Landis’ bill on Small Business Job Grant programs, VDBA talking points and the recent Governor’s announcement on Business One Stop. She also mentioned staff was preparing a briefing book to help the new administration understand VDBA. She indicated a letter from the board showing support for the Chairman may be appropriate given this is an appointed position. Lynda invited all board members to a 11/17 VDBA/ SBA event concerning resources for small business survival. 
James Williams and Jena Burr entered the meeting. 

VIII.
Action Items from Last Meeting
Ron Seward presented his concerns about a confusing tax ruling that impacts food service providers. The code has been interpreted such that the same types of food are interpreted differently for tax purposes and often small businesses are disadvantaged. The objective of board action is to clarify the ruling and extend the time period in which back taxes can be repaid. Ron will prepare the approach paperwork for the board to consider action on this item at the next meeting.
Claire Gastanaga presented a draft of the Strategic Goals of the VSBAB. These goals fell into three broad categories- to give advice on policy, to recommend actions to grow small businesses and to support economic development efforts of various state entities. The draft of Strategic Goals were approved and will be put in the briefing book to help in the transition process. 

Claire Gastanaga presented a resolution for action on immigration reform. This was considered a relevant issue given the importance of immigration reform to adequate workforce supply in the future. After some discussion, the resolution with revised and passed by the board. The revised resolution is attached. 

IX. Secretary of Commerce and Trade Report- David Smith
Deputy Secretary of Commerce and Trade David Smith indicated that jobs and economic development were major issues in the election. The Secretariat continues to be concerned about unemployment and foreclosures. The recent announcement of the closing of the IP paper plant in Franklin is a major economic shock to the region. The Commonwealth is working hard to have an appropriate response. The recent ground breaking of Rolls Royce and ribbon cutting at SRI were positive developments. Business One Stop/ VDBA also recently got some positive press. David encouraged members to reach out to the new administration and be persistent. 
Bernard Robinson left the meeting. 

. X.
Action Items from Last Meeting- Continued


Claire introduced a resolution for action supporting the Grow by Degrees Initiative. Basically, this is an integrated educational initiative to boost degreed workforce and is consistent with the Governor elect’s position. The board approved the resolution as presented.
Bob Nealon asked staff to review the distribution list of board resolutions. 

X.
Administrative Items
The board discussed various administration topics including potential funding for a white paper to analyze the small business community in Virginia ($30,000), a joint meeting with the Small Business Commission, a resolution for Elizabeth Moran, financial disclosures of board members, the recently mailed letter to the gubernatorial candidates and  a comparison of past administration ED strategies. The listing of 2010 meetings was reviewed and confirmed. 
XI.
Adjournment
Ms. Gastanaga moved and Mr. Acgtblu seconded the meeting be adjourned. The motion was passed and the meeting adjourned by Chair Nealon at 12:45 p.m.. 
The next meeting of the board will be on December10, 2009. 

Respectfully submitted,
Patricia Holmes

Secretary, SBAB 

Wayne Waldrop

Staff Support, SBAB

