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entrepreneur express wins Best practice award    
~ DBA Recognized by Council for Rural Virginia ~
Glen Allen, VA – An innovative economic development program that targeted rural small businesses and start-ups has been honored by The Council for Rural Virginia.  The Virginia Department of Business Assistance Entrepreneur Express program received the “2010 Best Practices Award” at the Rural Summit held September 13-14 at the Wyndham Virginia Crossings Conference Center.  
Accepting the award were Sandy Ratliff, DBA Business Services Manager for Southwest Virginia, and Wayne Waldrop, Director of DBA’s Business Information Services division.  Ms. Ratliff started the program in 2006 as a way to bring business resources to rural communities, rather than forcing entrepreneurs to travel great distances to find the assistance they need.  
Glen Sink, Executive Director of the Council, praised DBA for its commitment to the needs of rural Virginia.  “Entrepreneur Express has been tremendously successful in nurturing the entrepreneurial spirit that exists in Virginia’s smaller communities,” he said.  “DBA’s program has demonstrated the best way to connect rural communities with resources.”  

Created by the Virginia General Assembly as a local entity without political status, the Center for Rural Virginia and the USDA-recognized Council for Rural Virginia work in tandem with local efforts to provide the objective, non-partisan data to enable government and business to make the decisions that will have the greatest, most lasting impact for all Virginians. 
The Virginia Department of Business Assistance (VDBA), created by the Virginia General Assembly in 1996, provides a one-stop-service for technical assistance related to business formation, access to capital, and workforce development. VDBA works with existing businesses as they grow their workforce and mentors entrepreneurs from ideas to launching their first business venture. To accomplish the objectives set forth in Governor McDonnell's Economic Development and Jobs Creation agenda, VDBA has provided $1.37 billion in financing for Virginia businesses, provided technical assistance to over 16,250 businesses and will host over 60 Entrepreneurial Workshops statewide this year. 
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