MINUTES
VIRGINIA SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY BOARD

July 23, 2008 – 8:00 A.M.

Special Meeting

Patrick Henry Building, 1111 East Broad Street, 4rd Floor Board Room

Richmond, Virginia

I. Members present:  Mr. Robert Nealon (Chair), Mr. Carlos Brown (Vice Chair), Ms. Claire Guthrie Gastañaga, Mr. Phaedrus Acgtblu, Ms. Melissa Ball, Ms. Lisa Watson McCarty, Mr. Prescott Sherrod, Mrs. Lynda Sharp Anderson (Ex-Officio) and Ms. Barbara Anderson (Board Secretary).

Staff present:  Ms. Elizabeth Moran.

Members not present:  Mr. Douglas Adams, Ms. Gena Thompson Burr, Dr. Francine DeFerriere Kemp, Mr. Bernard Robinson, Mr. Frank Smith, Mr. Greg Terrill, Mr. Willard (Billy) Thompson, and Mr. Ron Bew (Ex-Officio).
II. Welcome
· Chair Nealon called the meeting to order at 8:20 a.m. and welcomed the members and staff.

III. The Future of the Virginia Department of Business Assistance
· This was a special meeting of the Virginia Small Business Advisory Board to discuss and approve the resolution, “The Future of the Virginia Department of Business Assistance,” introduced by Ms. Gastañaga at the June 19th meeting.
· The resolution and cover letter to Secretary Gottschalk, under Chair Nealon’s signature, were reviewed.  The cover letter was revised.

· After considerable discussion, Ms. Gastañaga motioned for adoption.  Mr. Sherrod seconded the motion.  The resolution passed unanimously by voice vote.
· Vice Chair Brown moved to suspend the rules and procedures.  Ms. Gastañaga seconded.
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IV. New Business and Announcements
· Chair Nealon announced that he would be presenting the resolution at the 9:00 a.m. Task Force meeting.

· Copies of the letter and resolution are to be sent to the Finance and Appropriations Committees, Budget Conferees and other patrons.

V. Adjourn
· With no further business or issues to discuss, Mr. Sherrod motioned to adjourn the meeting and Ms. Ball seconded.

· Chair Nealon adjourned the special meeting of the Board at 8:41 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Anderson

SBAB Secretary

